




To Graham Greene completists,

This is a PDF version of Graham Greene's second novel, The 
Name of Action. Presented here in the form of scanned images of 
the original book pages. I apologize for the quality of the 
reproduction, but you should find it adequate to read.

I am a fan of the Paul Hogarth illustrated covers for the Penguin 
Editions of Greene's work, so you'll have to excuse the cover I 
mocked up for this one. I have also included an image of the 
original book cover. 

Published in 1930, The Name of Action suffered a poor critical 
response and poor sales. Along with his third book, 'Rumour at 
Nightfall' (published 1931) Greene had the novel repudiated. Having 
only around 1,000 copies sold in each the UK and USA, both books 
have been out of print ever since and have become somewhat of a 
collector's item. To offer the book in it's full context I have included a 
passage from Greene's book, 'Ways of Escape', in which he 
discusses his own thoughts on the book and it's repudiation. 

So for better or worse, I'm pleased to offer this reproduction of The 
Name of Action by Graham Greene. Even if you agree with the 
original reviews, the fellow Greene completists will at least be able 
to tick off one of those elusive works from their reading list. 

July 2012 

- MB



My second and third novels, The Name of Action and Rumour at
Nightfall, published in 1930 and 1931, can now be found, I am
glad to think, only in secondhand bookshops at an exaggerated
price, since some years after their publication I suppressed them.
Both books are of a badness beyond the power of criticism
properly to evoke — the prose flat and stilted and in the case of
Rumour at Nightfall pretentious (the young writer had obviously
been reading again and alas! admiring Conrad’s worst novel, The
Arrow of Gold), the characterisation non-existent.
The main characters in a novel must necessarily have some
kinship to the author, they come out of his body as a child comes
from the womb, then the umbilical cord is cut, and they grow
into independence. The more the author knows of his own
character the more he can distance himself from his invented
characters and the more room they have to grow in. With these
early novels the cord has not been cut, and the author at
twenty-six was as unreal to himself, in spite of psychoanalysis at
sixteen, as Oliver Chant, the hero of The Name ofAction, is to the
reader. Chant is only a daydream in the mind of a young
romantic author, for it takes years of brooding and of guilt, of
self-criticism and of self-justification, to clear from the eyes the
haze of hopes and dreams and false ambitions. I was trying to
write my first political novel, knowing nothing of politics. I hope
I did better many years later with The Quiet American, but how
little I had learned of life and politics during three years in the
sub-editors’ room of The Times.

- Excerpt from "Ways of Escape" (1980)
Graham Greene (1904 - 1991)
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